
Society of Rural Physicians of Canada 
Société de la médecine rurale du Canada 
Box 893  Shawville  QC  J0X 2Y0  •  877-276-1949  •  819-647-7054  •  www.srpc.ca  •  info@srpc.ca 

KEY MESSAGES ON RURAL HEALTH CARE 
 

1. Rural Canadians have serious concerns about health care they receive: 
- more difficult to access health care they need 
- worse health care outcomes 
- higher morbidity and mortality 
- urban-centred health care research and planning have not worked for rural communities 

 
2. Rural health and health care are important economic drivers for rural communities: 

- good rural health care is needed for the rural workforce 
- good rural health care is required for rural community growth and stability 
- rural health care provides strong direct and indirect economic benefits for rural 

communities 
 

3. Rural healthcare innovation is needed to address the underperforming rural health care system: 
- the broadband initiative has the potential to improve access to virtual care/AI/digital health 

in rural communities  
- advances in virtual care/AI/digital health should be made applicable, accessible and helpful 

to rural Canadians 
- Rural issues require rural solutions, developed through research on health care policy, 

planning, programs and service delivery.  
- an investment in innovative rural community-engaged health research and development will 

lead to improved rural healthcare and health 
 

4. Any national rural economic strategy needs to address the rural Canadians’ health concerns and 
the importance of rural health and rural healthcare as rural economic drivers 

 
5. Any national health strategy needs to address rural Canadians’ health concerns: 

- health research falls within the federal mandate and should benefit all Canadians 
- it is universally acknowledged that despite being a huge rural country, Canada has not 

invested in the rural health research needed to improve rural health 
- funding for rural research capacity building and community engaged health improvement 

innovation projects is urgently needed 
 

6. Rural health innovation that involves rural communities will provide both health and economic 
benefits to rural 
Canada and so should be part of Canada’s national health strategy and Canada’s national rural 
economic strategy 

 
7. Funding Rural Health Innovation* would kickstart development of rural community engaged 
health research and rural community-based healthcare innovation projects: 

- should be part of every party platform as could be created now to achieve rapid impact 
- federal initiative would set the stage for adding future partnership support/funding 
- could evolve into part of CIHR but CIHR re-organization is too far away to wait 
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