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the last 100 years has occurred almodst entirely in a scientific context. Soctetal
needs and social changes have had little influence. As we near the end of the 20th
century the benefits of scientific specialism are being questioned. New historical
atudies of specialism have shown that factors other than new knowledge are the
driving force for the creation of some subspecialties. The process by which a new
subspectalty s established requires both a national institute and a certification
examination. Cerlification s intended to (dentify those with spectfic knowledge
and okill by inclusion, but is being perceived increasingly as a process that works
by exclusion. General surgery, one of the few “generalist” disciplines, finds itself
at a crossroads. Further subspecialization with certification will fragment and
destroy the discipline. There are cogent arguments, based on economics and care-
delivery woues, to preserve general surgery. Making this choice will commit gen-
eral durgeond to accepl the concept of .ﬂc[enf{)"&' gmem/[lrm and to the ()eve/opmenf
of the specialty of general surgery in a social context.

— Introduction to the Canadian Association of General Surgeons Presidential
Address, 1991, by John H. Duff. Specialism and generalism in the future of
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